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SERMON; &c. 
ISAIAH, Chap, xvIN. Ver. 3 


i All ye inhabitants: of the world, and dwellers 
on the earth, ee ye, when Hs lifteth up an 
ensign 'on the nr ec end when Hs lou 
eth a trumpet, lear ye.” "HED 


Tse words of the Bron: wich 
are marked by that grand and ſolemn dic- 
tion to be found no where but 1 in the Sacred 
Wrizings, were originally pronounced upon 


an occaſion not very different from, that on 
which we are now allembled. The people | 
of Iſrael; the ſavohred people of the Lord, 


a 


_— „ 
. 
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had departed from their allegiance to their 
great Deliverer; and were, in conſequence, 


ſurrounded by enemies of whoſe power and 
vengeance they lived in conſtant dread, 


But whenever they diſcovered an inclina- 


tion to return to their duty, it appears that 
on all occaſions, the merciful God relaxed 
from his ſeverity; extended his arm to pro- 
tet and ſave them; transferred his wrath 
to the armies of their ungodly enemies, and 
by his Prophets rouſed his own people to 
a ſenſe of their dependent fituation; pro- 
miſed them aid, if they perlevered in 
their obedience; conſoled, animated, and 
{ſtrengthened them. 5 


It will be ſuitable to our preſent pur- 
poſe to examine ſomewhat further the 
condition of this ſingular people; as it 
communicates to us a ſolemn and impor- 
tant leſſon. 


al 
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They were, alternately, prof] perous and 
victorious, or deprel ed and captives; a 
terror to their enemies, or deſpiſed by them. 


At one period, we behold them maſters of 


a rich portion of the world, *a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey, ” famous in arms, 
exerciſed in arts, the envy of ſurrounding | 
nations; at another, their Temple deſtroy- 
ed, themſelves humbled in captivity, and 
the outcaſts of Society. But we muſt ob- 
{erve alſo, that theſe variations in their con- 
dition perpetually occurred, as they were 
obedient and pious ſervants of their Lord 
and Sovereign, or as they were dojatrous, 5 
vicious, and undutiful. 


Such, and fimilar concluſions muſt be 
drawn, in our general obſervations on 
moral good and evil; as we are inſtructed 
and juſtified in doin g. under the ſanction of 

| * the 


che Revelation of God's $ Will, by his Son 


Jeſus Chriſt. So long may the people of 


any nation look with hope to the protection 
and fayour of Heaven, as they continue 
obedient ſervants to the holy Will of the 
Almighty: but when vice and immorality 
ſo far prevail, as to degrade and debaſe our 
moral nature; to impair that Sacred Image 
which was in part communicated to human 
Beings at the Creation of Man; to loſe 
ſight of the claims which the pure ſyſtem 
of the Goſpel has u pon our hearts, and to 
exchange the dignity of our high callings, 
and the hopes of a bleſſed immortality, for 
vain and fooliſh ſubtilities, which, under 
the fallacious pretence of extending know- 
ledge and improving happineſs, lead to ig- 


norance, error, and rreligion;- then indeed 
it may reaſonably be expected, chat the light 


ol Divine Gandne!s will ceaſe to ſhine upon 
| ws; 


— 
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us; that our Public Enemies may be made 
inſtruments; in the hands of God, to chaſtiſe 
and puniſh us: and not us alone, but all 
other nations in tike manner depraved. 


As an inſtance of this proceeding, let us 
take a ſhort -view of the condition of that 
particular country, whoſe enmity we have 
thus far happily endeavoured to counteratt 
and fruſtrate, 


* 


The EG FH condition of that country, 


once the great and proſperous Kingdom of 
France, will appear the leſs wonderful, if. 


we examine its Moral and Religious ſlate, 
previous and ſubſequent to its late Revolu- 
tion. In doing which, though Ido not mean 
to declaim againſt our enemies, nor to exalt 


ourſelves, yet I ſhall not forbear to ſpeak 


of their actions in a manner we all know to. 


be 
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be juſt and true. May we be warned by 
their example to avoid their fate! —I ſay, 


then; that a ſuperſtitious and debaſing 


form of worſhip, as ſanctified by the cere- 
monies of the Romiſh Church, had excited 


a contempt of Religion in the minds of men 


of reading and reflexion. This deſcended, of 
couple, among the lower orders in Society, 


The barrier of religious awe being thus 


once removed, an inlet was made to cor- 


ruptions of every kind, and from every 
quarter. Every ſpecies of ſenſuality, and 


the groſſeſt vices, were ſoon eontemplated 
without alarm, and practiſed without ſcru- 


ple. For, when once men began toqueſtion, | | 


and then proceeded to deny, the exiſtence 
of the One Almighty God, and the immor- 
tality of the Soul, can we wonder that the 
Divine Being ſuffered their hearts to be 
. that he left them to their vain 


2 imagina - 


MR 
imaginations; and that he made their o- 
vices the inſtruments of their terrible puniſh- 
ment. In the recent hiſtory of that once 
great Nation, the ſlighteſt. obſerver may ſee, 
by a memorable inſtance, how wiſely in it- 
ſelf, and how beneficially for the happineſs 
of mankind, the order of the Moral World 
is regulated and ſuſtained. Nor will he 
wonder that men who had. praQtiſed every 
vice, diſclaimed the conſolations of Religion, 
and diſcarded its terrors, ſhould riſe to ſuch: 
a ſummit of wickedneſs, as deliberately to 
murder an innocent, exemplary, and moſt 
benevolent King; deſtroy a band of illuſ 
trious Nobles; perſecute and exterminate 
the Miniſters of Religion; and convert 


every tribunal of Juſtice into a theatre of 
legalized Aſſaſſination. a4 


Againſt ſuch enemies © in the name of 
our God, 
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ur God, we have ſet up our banners, "—- 


| But from the contemplation of ſuch a pie. | 


ture, let us turn to the more pleaſing and 


- animating cauſe of our being now aſſembled 


together; namely to dedicate, by a ſolemn 


and impreſſive act of Religion, thoſe Banner: . 


to which we look with confidence, as a bong 
of union in every ſocial duty; i an object 


to be contemplated with the enthuſiaſm f 
of Britons! never to be diſhonoured, forſa- 


ken, or neglected. 


In all ages and in every nation, the moſt 


rude, as well as the moſt poliſhed, Inſignia, 
reſembling in their object and use, thoſe now 


before us, have been venerated with ardour; 


their elevation has been conſidered as the 


- fignal of victory and glory; their loſs and 
deſertion as a mark of national diſgrace and 


of perſonal infamy, In nations the moſt 


8 — and moſt ſuſceptible of patriotic 
pride,, 


ſat 
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pride, to deprive the public enemy of his 
Standards, has ever been eſteemed the hi gh- 
eſt merit of the Conqueror; and to rouſe 
the exertions of conflicting armies to this 
point, has been deemed one of the wiſeſt 
maxims of military policy. On the con- 
trary; to preſerve them, when in danger; 
to reſcue them when taken; thouſands have 
ſacrificed their lives, for their own and their 

country's honour; | | 


As Chriſtians; we lanient exceedingly that 
men ſhould be thus ſet in array; and thus 
incited againſt each other; but we are not 
forbidden, as Chriſtians, to defend ourſelves 
againſt the unjuſt aggreſſions of an enemy; 
we are not commanded (whatever fome En- 
ihuſiaſts may teach) to bow down our necks 
totheſwordthat is lifted up againſt us. This 
would-be inviting men, and the worſt men 

C in 
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in the world, to deſtroy us, with impunity. 
Neither reaſon nor revelation require this at 


our hands. We may, and we are bound to 
E «reſiſt, even unto blood; ” to repel all unjuſt 


aſſaults upon ourſelves, or upon our country; 


which comprehends all that God has made 
moſt dear to us in this world. And ſuch is the 


nature of the conteſt in which we are now, 
and have been for ſome years, engaged. 
We are defending ourſelves againſt the at- 
tacks of an enemy; who has proclaimed that 
nothing leſs will ſatisfy him than the deſtruc- 
tion of that Government, under which we 
enjoy bleſſings greater then any other. peo- 


ple. In this cause we liſt up our banners; 


and we may ſurely ſay, with humble piety, 


that we lift them up in the Name of Gd. 


To theſe incentives, the moſt ſagacious 
examiners of the human heart have thought 
A / it 


1 
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it wiſe, in poliſhed nations, to add the efficacy 
of female inter poſition. Banners have been 


formed, and preſented, by the hands 6f 


females, as conveying this inſtructive leſſon, 
—that thoſe who aſſemble beneath their Co-- 


lours, are the defenders; not only of their 
country's rights in general, hut, in. partieu- 


lar, of every ſweet and ſocial tie. It is not 


neceſſary, that I ſhould ſeek to rouſe the 
ardour of Britons, by any affected appeals - 


to their fenſibility; but it is a conſolatory 
and delightful idea, and (as we well know) 
no mean incentive of military proweſs, to 
be conſidered as the protectors of thoſe 
whom we moſt revere and love. 


Theſe Banners, and the motives which 


induce us thus to aſſemble, may be contem- | 


plated in another point of view. They are 


to be confidered as an emblem of that in- 


0 2 violable 


* 


I — ——— — — we — 
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violable regard, which as Engliſhmen, we 
feel, for the Conſtitution of our Country: 


that Conſtitution which has endured for 
ages, the pride of civilized liſe, and the envy 
of the world; which the ambitious and the 


profligate have aſſailed in vain: which the | 


ſubtle ſpeculations of modern times have 


vainly endeavoured to undermine; and by 


- which true Liberty has its beſt ſanction, in 
preſerving the equipoiſe among the different 
ranks of ſociety ; defending with equal vigil. 


ance the rights of the great and the nn | 


the rich and the poor. 


On this point we may the" be allowed to 
ſpeak. with honeſt enthuſiaſm; and to chal- 
lenge the proudeſt Philoſopher of ancient or 
modern times to exnibit a fairer or more per- 
fel ſyſtem; remembering always, that while 
the human mind ſhall continue what it is, li 

| able 
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able to the corruptions of error, and to all 
the weakneſſes of humanity, whatever is pro- 
duced by the beſt exertions of that mind, muſt 

have its ſhare of imperfettion. But, how 
uneſſential this imperfection is, when the gy, | 
Britiſh Conſtitution is contemplated in the 
great ſeale of Univerſal happineſs;we appeal 

to. the teſtimony of ages paſt; and ſtill more 
forcibly 570 the calm and deliberate inveſti- 
gations of the wiſe and good in our own 
times f. V appeal. in a ſtill nearer inſtance; 

to that noble and patriotic ardour, which, 

in the moment of peril, has been displayed 
through every part of theſe realms; and 
which has communicated (I truſt) its influ- 
ence throu ghout this whole Congregation. 
We all claim an equality of zeal in our 
Country's cauſe, with all our fellow-citizens, - 
even with thoſe who ſtand forth armed to 
defend us; And we here unite, with one 
CRIT VOICE, 
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voice, and one emotion; in the reſolution 


to defend and preſerve that form of govern. 
ment, which we cannot contemplate whh- 


- out exultation, | 


i 8 ack let us, my 


| Brethren, with carneſt devotion implore the 


Divine Fayour: Let us exclaim, one io 
another, (in the words of the text) and let 
the ſound reach unto diſtant nations, All 


ye inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on 


the earth, ſee ye, when HE lifieth up an 


* 2 * 


enſign on che mountains; and when HE 


bloweth a trumpet, hear ye." 


4 


On the 8 3 of this — 1 da” 
not mean to recommend to you any ; ſuper+: 


 Jſlittous notions or practices. By conſecra- 
ting (as it is uſually ſaid) theſe. Colours, it it 
is not pretended that any EXtragr raordinary. 

qualities 
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| qualities are communicated to them. They 


remain, of themſelves, inert and inoperatazs, x, 


as before. It is your ſpirit, and your patri- 


otiſm, that muſt lend them All their efficacy. þ 
We propoſe only, to ſtir up your minds to 
an ardent remembrance of all the bleſſi ngs, 


ſpiritual and temporal, which you have vo- 


luntarily affociated, and armed yourſelves, 


to defend. And we pray the Great diſpoſer 


of all events, that HE would vouchſafe to 


bleſs your efforts in this righteous cauſe; 
| that HE would aid the Self-defence upon 
' which you ſtand; and preſerve, and ſecure 


the benefits he has conferred upon us. A- 


bove all; we exhort you to join with us in 


praying, that God would fo direct all our 


thoughts and deſires, that we may henceforth | 


be more reſigned to his will, more mindful 


of * holy Commandments, and daily 
ä leis 


: 


leſs unworthy of his _— graces and 


1 — | 


We . in moſt py times, 28 the 
breath of the anger of the Almighty ſeems 
to be gone forth, and to ſhow itſelf i in the. 
ſpilling of the blood of thouſands, and ten 
thouſands of che people; in deſolated pro- 
vinces, and ruined empires. Let theſe facts 
ſpeak to us with a deep and warning voice. 
Let us not be preſumptuous;and lay,* Who 
is the Lord; becauſe hitherto his mercy 
has turned afide from us the tribulation, and 
anguiſh, and perſecutions, with which we 


nave been threatened at a diſtance. Rather, 


et it teach us humility and reverence; to 
implore the Almighty, that he would inf pire 
us with a portion of his Grace: that we may 


ec the folly and danger of wickedneſs, mY 


zepent, and live, 


- 
* 


| forbearance and mercy, which have enabled 


being moved by God's Grace to repent of, 


| 54 10 t 
And ine we are thus thankful, as * 


comes us, for thoſe evident marks of divine 


4 


us to alfwoble ; in this place with ſecurity; j 
looking to the pat with a grateful ſenſe of 
miſeries eſcaped; and to the ſuture, with a 

hope of peace, and happineſs;—let us not PA 
forget the great leſſon of Chriſtianity \ bat 7 Lek } 
fuphlibate for our enemies alſo; chat they, 


and forſake their offences, may, together | 1 
with us, be made partakers of the divine | 
favour; and be finally received into thoſe 
heavenly manſions, where peace and con-. 

cord, and holy | Joy, will reign 1n all hearts, 

for ever and ever.. Amen. „ 
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The CEREMONIAL 01 the Coliſditmion 
olf the COLOURS' of The Bos ro 
Ix DEPENDENT ARMED ASSOCIATION 
" by in the Pariſh Church, Auguſt 23d. 1799. 
10 IN 
1 2 CORPS: ER e the Colours, 1 
aſter an appropriate Speech, from Mr. Fydelt . 
at her Iouse, marched to the Church; and were. 
met at the Mast Dogs ly, the Vicar and the 
Lecturer, who walked before them (the Organ, 
and the: Band playing a March) into the Chanel, 
where Arms were piled, and the Colours deposited, . 
within the Rnils of the Communion Table. Te 
| Corps went into Peus reserved. ſar them, jained:; 
in Divine Service, and heard a Sermon from tie 8 
* Vicar, their Chaplain. They returned. into the: 3 


We 
Cancel, and being under Arms, Stood at the 1 
Order, uncovered. The Chaplain then pro- - the 
nounced thefollowing Prayer; ;--having Arot of De: 
raized the Colours, 9 were Supported by ha 
the Enmgns: „ ow 


"WR n 


7165 


+ 21: 4- 


* In the Name of Oun Gon, we will set up 
0 * Pannars.:,. Pes. XX. Ver. 5. 


a "(fot ws tray: 


ALMIGHTY GOD, in whose hands alone 
ks re the issues of war, we humbly prostrate our 
E zelves before Thee this day. We acknowledge 
S it to be Thy vnspeakable mercy, that we have 
f been bitherto preserred from the violence of 
„ our enemies; and that the calamities of war 
We have been averted from our coasts, while they 
WH have afflicted 50 great a portion of the world. 
7 We pray, chat Thou wouldst continue to bless 
de councils of our Sovereign, and direct them 
to Thy glory, and our happiness. And since 

we ate exhorted in Thy Holy Word, to © trust 

in Thee, doing good, ” we dedicate ourselves to 

| the support of Thy true Religion, and of the | 

peace and happiness of the Land wherein Thou. 

hast placed us. We implore Thy blessing upon 

our efforts in this righteops came: and espe- 

D 2 + cally 
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n Tim Olo Sm 243 . 


- Gally upon chose ar among us, ho [Stand Forth 
armed in defence of it. hey do not e trust 
in their bow, neither ball {heir ond save 


mies, Thy Right Hand, and Thive Arm; bedause 


Thou hast a favor unto them. We pray ſor 


the; continuanee of this Thy favor upon all who, 
Shall henceforth serve under these Banners: 
which we now devote to the maintenance of 

our Religious and Civil Liberties, and to the. 


restoration, if it be Thy Will, of Peace amongst 


Man. And ſorasmuch as Thou hast command- 
ech us to love our Enemies, we pray to. Thee in 
their behalf also; that Thou wouldst look upon 


them with an eye of merey : and cause them to 


n 5 : 1 : ciet 


them; but Thou savest them from their ene- 
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t 22 
cies and traditions of Met And grant unto 
h them, and to us, that being led by the true Spirit 
— of Christ's Religion, © Nation may not lift up 
1 Sword against Nation, neither may we learn 
N War any more. | 
e N N t 4 oo a : ; | 
* These Prayers and Praises we humbly offer, 
a in the Name, and through the Mediation of our 
. Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
f 228 I 
. Ide Corps then put on their Hats, shouldered 
y Arms, and marched into the Field. 
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